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Abstract

This paper examines the role of poetic language in
contemporary Arabic literature as a medium for expressing
social concerns, through an analytical reading of Mukhtar
murtadha ibrahim Abu Nabhan’s poem “A Voice Before
Drowning.” The study aligns with amodern trends in Arabic
literature from the twentieth century to the present, sighting
poetry as an active item that responds to ongoing social and
economic transformations. The research is grounded in the
central question of how poetic language transcends aesthetic
expression to function as a socially engaged and protest-
oriented discourse. Adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach, the paper analyzes the linguistic and semantic
structures of the poem, focusing on rhetorical interrogation,
direct address, socially charged lexical fields, and rhythmic
patterns that intensify the poem’s argumentative and critical
tone.The findings demonstrate that the poem moves beyond
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the conventional framework of occasional poetry, establishing
instead a conscious social discourse that reflects collective
anxieties and critiques political and economic decisions
affecting public life. The study concludes that contemporary
Arabic poetry continues to play a vital role in articulating
social awareness and participating in public discourse, thereby
affirming its relevance within the achievements and evolving
perspectives of Arabic literature from the twentieth century to
the present.D

Keywords:

Poetic language, social discourse, contemporary Arabic
poetry, the poem "A Voice Before Drowning”, Mukhtar
Murtada
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