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Abstract:

The phenomenon of children of unknown parentage is one of the major social challenges facing
society, as it refers to children whose parentage is unknown to one or both parents. The causes of
this phenomenon are due to a range of factors, such as poverty, war, theft and, most notably,
adultery. In this context, the Algerian legislature has provided special protection for this group,
with the aim of guaranteeing their future and preventing them from falling into an unknown fate
like their parentage. This protection includes both substantive and procedural aspects. On the one
hand, adoption is prohibited in line with the provisions of Islamic law, while on the other hand,
Article 116 of the Family Code provides for an alternative foster care system, either through foster
families or through care institutions and children's centres.

Children of unknown parentage are one of the most vulnerable groups in need of
additional protection, given their social deprivation and inability to fully integrate into society.
The Algerian legislature has passed laws that include mechanisms to protect and care for them, in
addition to media awareness efforts that highlight their daily issues and challenges in society.
Hence, this study seeks to shed light on the role of media awareness in introducing the category of
children of unknown parentage in Algeria, the factors that contribute to the spread of this
phenomenon, and the psychological and social effects faced by this group.

Keywords: Unknown parentage; Algerian society; child; awareness; media awareness.
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