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Nazi German Underline Methods in the Biography of Al-Habib Al-Mustafa:
What Reading? And what ruling?

Phenomenology of Anna Marie Schimmel as a model.
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Abstract:

Our study aims to uncover systematic readings of the works and methodology of
Annemarie Schimmel, and to determine by which approach the Prophetic biography was
written within the orientalist framework. We chose the German scholar Annemarie
Schimmel as a model because she is regarded as a distinguished figure in Orientalist
studies and as a bridge between East and West. The inductive-analytical method was
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used to examine research and studies that addressed Orientalism in general and
Schimmel’s writings in particular, in order to assess the judgments made about this
orientalist scholar and the extent to which the adopted method in writing the biography
was fulfilled, and in what form it was presented.

The study concluded with several findings, the most important of which are: the
descriptive fields and the appendix of names attributed to the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, as presented by Schimmel, supported the description recorded in
the Muslim biographical tradition, unlike other Orientalists who distorted his image by
recasting the translation of his names through Hebraic and pagan dimensions.
Schimmel also attempted to apply the five stages of the phenomenological method in
her effort to study the religious phenomenon objectively. However, some
phenomenologists argue that, in order to achieve a more objective study of the
Prophetic biography, a new method should be adopted in the study of religious
phenomena, namely epoché.

Keywords: The biography of the chosen Prophet, Nazi methods, Orientalism,
phenomenological method, Annemarie Schimmel.
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