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Abstract :

The French colonial policy spared no aspect of life without addressing it to destroy and humiliate
the Algerian element through all forms of oppression—from physical extermination and
subjugation politically, economically, and socially, to spiritual eradication by combating Arabic
education, its institutions, and wagfs, along with the Islamic judiciary integrated into the French
system for assimilation purposes—and imposing the surname system via the Civil Status Law of
March 23, 1882.

The French justified the law by claiming Algerians lacked family surnames, relying only on
kunyas, thus replacing their tripartite or pentapartite surnames (son-father-grandfather, plus
profession and region) with non-lineage-based ones, followed by an organizing decree on March
13, 1883.

This paper examines the law's issuance context within a policy of erasing national identity across
all dimensions, after prior attempts like forcing registration of births and marriages with French
civil  authorities instead of the Sharia judge or community  sheikh.
It reveals the law's true objectives: dismantling the centuries-old tribal system to facilitate land
seizure, obliterating Arab-Islamic identity by changing religiously significant names to hybrid,
degrading ones (bodily defects, animal traits, objects), substituting the individual for the
community in administrative dealings, and morally crushing Algerians by perpetuating shameful
names in their lineage.

Finally, it addresses implementation mechanisms, examples from the law, and the stance of some
Algerians before 1900.

Keywords: Law of March 23, 1882; Implementation mechanisms; France's objectives; Civil
status.
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