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Toponymy in Independent Algeria: A Critical Reading of Selected
Legal Texts in Light of Field Research in the City of Béchar
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Abstract:

This research critically reviews two legal texts concerning the
management of toponymy in post-independence Algeria, both published in
2014 in the Official Journal of the People's Republic of Algeria. The focus of
the study lies on Presidential Decree No. 14-01 issued on January 5, 2014,
which outlines the procedures for naming or renaming places, buildings, and
public establishments, as well as the Joint Ministerial Decree of October 28,
2014, specifying the technical specifications of signage and means of
identification for public establishments, places, and buildings. This paper seeks
to elucidate the content of these important texts while highlighting any
observed gaps. Furthermore, it proposes enhancements and technical
modifications aimed at facilitating the optimal implementation of these texts,
ensuring smooth application.

Keywords: Onomastics, Toponymy, Odonymy, Legal Texts.
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