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Abstract:
The article examines toponymy as a fundamental field for understanding the relationship
between humans and place, and for revealing the social, cultural, and historical
dimensions of places. It emphasizes that place names are not merely labels, but carry the
memory of a community, its identity, and its civilizational distinctiveness. It also shows
that toponymy intersects with history, geography, linguistics, anthropology, and other
disciplines. The article addresses its role in recovering original names and understanding
the changes they have undergone over time, especially under colonial rule. It concludes
that toponymy is an important tool for preserving collective memory and strengthening

belonging and cultural identity.
Keywords: Toponymy; Place names; Collective memory; Cultural specificity
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