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The importance of toponymy and geography in Andalusian history through
Arabic sources.
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Abstract:
The research shows that understanding Andalusian history requires precise knowledge
of geography, cities, and the notable figures associated with them. It also emphasizes
that the distribution of Andalusian cities was closely linked to the major rivers,
especially in shaping the urban landscape. It is necessary to consult geography books
and maps in order to understand the locations of cities, their characteristics, their
founding dates, and the origins of their names. The study therefore raises the question
of the value of toponymic knowledge in interpreting the history of al-Andalus and its
figures as seen by historians and geographers. It also shows that the aim is to
strengthen geographical knowledge of the many Andalusian cities, while focusing on
representative examples rather than a comprehensive survey. The research relies on
both classical and modern sources, such as al-Bakri, al-Himyari, and some

contemporary studies and atlases.
Keywords: Toponymy, geography, Andalusian history, Arabic sources.
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