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Abstract:

The research was conducted to examine alternative measures to custodial sentences in
Iraqi juvenile justice. Federal legislative provisions (Articles 72—-83 and 87 of the Juvenile
Welfare Law No. 76 of 1983) were analyzed and compared with Kurdistan amendments,
while relevant international, Arab, Islamic, and regional instruments were also reviewed.
The primary aim was to assess whether Iraqi legislation aligns with restorative justice
principles, which require deprivation of liberty to be used only as a last resort and for the
shortest possible period. An analytical comparative methodology was adopted,
combining statutory analysis, judicial case review, and examination of international
literature. Findings revealed that Iraqi law provides a framework of non-custodial
measures; however, placement remains with relatively long durations, thereby limiting
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compliance with international standards. Practical implementation was further hindered
by limited resources and weak civil society involvement. It is recommended that
alternatives such as community service and mediation be expanded, behavior monitoring
strengthened, and placement periods revised to ensure consistency with global norms.
Keywords: Alternative measures, Juvenile justice, Placement, Restorative justice,
International instruments
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