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Abstract: The experience of administrative decentralization is one of the important experiences for all
levels of countries because it works according to consistent and interconnected steps in order to reach
supportive solutions that contribute to the development of this experience. Therefore, its existence
requires effective and influential institutions in the behavior of the majority, in addition to the principle
of transparency and accountability. It also requires the application of the force of law, which
necessitates the availability of administrative decentralization in all its dimensions in the event of its
application in Iraq in the future. Therefore, the research aimed to identify the paths of decentralization in
Iraq, in addition to identifying the opportunities for success in its application, and also identifying the
challenges that prevent its application. It was concluded that the decentralization system under the 2005
Constitution mixed the authority of the regions with the authority of the governorates and tried to equate
the two, while there are fundamental differences between the federal system and the decentralized
administration system, and that the non-subjection of the governorate councils to the control and
supervision of the central authority, as confirmed by Article 122 of the 2005 Constitution, and this
contradicts the principle of administrative decentralization.

Keywords: Administrative decentralization, opportunities for success, challenges, democracy, Iraqi
administrative system
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