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Abstract:

This intervention deals with an old and recent issue: an old one, because
many wise men and writers talked about silence and its virtue, and in turn, they
dealt with speech, its advantages and disadvantages. Modern because critical
studies are still excavating and looking into the significance of silence, its
dimensions, its motives, its consequences, its contexts, its aesthetics, and so on.
The Arab heritage is replete with such topics. Our interest in this intervention
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focuses on the significance of silence among the Sufi masters, since the Sufi
experience is a unique experience of its kind, a spiritual taste experience that
transcends reality, dependent on the inner as opposed to the apparent. And that
their revelations are nothing but secrets that must be kept for many reasons,
referred to by some Sufis such as Al-Qushari, Al-Junaid, Ibn Arabi and others.
Speaking about their prowess is a matter that puts them in trouble, and brings
them trouble on the part of the Sultan, and among their staunch enemies are the
outward scholars, and it is sufficient to refer to Al-Hallaj and Al-Suhrawardi,
and what has befallen them is imprisonment and murder. When the mystic is
immersed in his experience and its circumstances, he sees worlds that he has not
seen before, and feelings that he is not entrusted with, and under the weight of
these conditions and their control over him, the first thing that shocks him is the
language that does not help him in such strange new situations, so he falls into
the flat, and for this he resorts Sufism refers to silence, or to symbol and
reference in other cases, and from here we can say: What is the significance of
silence for them? Is it a choice or a compulsion?

Keywords: Silence, Sufi experience, Sufi language, compulsions, choices.
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