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The Auto-Entrepreneur as

a Legal Form for Small-Scale

Import Operations in Algeria
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Abstract:

The article explores the legal
framework governing the status of
the self-employed contractor in
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Algeria, introduced as a novel
instrument to formalize small-scale

import activities. This framework
seeks to transition informal import
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practices into the regulated economy
by allowing individuals to engage in
limited-value and limited-volume
import operations under simplified
legal and administrative conditions.
The study reviews the legislative and
regulatory texts that define the
concept of the self-employed
contractor and establish eligibility
criteria such as natural person
status, Algerian nationality and
residency, prohibition of combining
this role with other profit-making
activities, registration on a dedicated
digital platform, and the issuance of
the self-employed contractor card.
This status entails simplified tax and
social obligations adapted to the
modest scale of operations.

The article further examines the
advantages  granted to  these

contractors, including exemption
from the commercial register and
conventional import licenses, while
maintaining customs supervision and

turnover  ceilings to  ensure
traceability and compliance. By
structuring  previously  informal

economic practices, this system aims
to expand the formal economic base
and enhance fiscal transparency. The
paper also discusses sanctions
applicable  to  non-compliance,
emphasizing the legal balance
between administrative facilitation
and  regulatory control  within
Algeria’s evolving import regime.
Keywords: Small-scale
importation; Self-employed
contractor, Regulatory framework;
Legal status; eligible activities
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- Institute of Entrepreneurship Development: European Entrepreneurship:
the Europreneurship concept Available. https: //ied.eu/about/europreneurship-
network/ at 10:30- 30/11/2025.
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®_ https: //activities.anae.dz/ le site de L’Agence National de L’Auto- entrepreneur
ANAE, le 02/12/2015a 11:12.
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U9 https: //anae.dz/micro- importer/guide, le Guide de micro-importateur, le
03/12/2025 a 14:14.
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