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Abstract:

This article approaches “threat”
through a  constructivist lens,
arguing that it is not an objective
datum extracted  from the
international environment but a
political meaning produced through
intersubjective understandings,
security discourse, and institutional
practices that define the “Other,”
specify what counts as danger, and
delimit  legitimate response. It
revisits the realist assumption that
anarchy mechanically  generates
threat, showing instead-following the
insight that “anarchy is what states
make of it”-that international
structure is also made of shared
rules, norms, and expectations. It
then explains how threat is
constructed via securitization and its
extensions toward security fields,

expert networks, and symbolic
power,  clarifying  why  some
narratives gain credibility and

translate into exceptional measures,
legal change, and bureaucratic
routines. The article also
reconstructs the security dilemma as
an interactive process shaped by
mutual expectations, institutions, and
identity rather than a fixed law of
self-help, and it treats identity as
labeling and negotiation that can be
produced by security practices
themselves.  Methodologically, it
adopts an interpretive qualitative
design combining  conceptual
analysis, discourse analysis, and a
practice/field approach, and
proposes operational indicators to
trace  threat  formation.  The
framework can be applied to
Maghreb/Mediterranean cases such
as migration, borders, terrorism, and
regional competition

Keywords:  Security identity;
Social Construction of Threat;
defense policies.
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