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Automation and Social Meaning: Exploring the Hidden

Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Cultural Discourse in
Digital Media Networks
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Abstract:
This study explores the hidden
impacts of artificial intelligence on
cultural discourse within digital

media networks. It addresses the
problematic relationship between
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algorithmic culpability and the social
construction  of  meaning,  as
algorithms now function as cultural
intermediaries through opaque and

hardly accountable mechanisms. The
research adopts a critical-theoretical
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approach that re-examines the
concepts of gatekeeping, the public
sphere, and cultural hegemony
within the digital context. The
analysis reveals that algorithms are
not neutral; rather, they carry
implicit values that shape the nature
of discourse. The logic of
personalization fragments the shared
cultural space, while the reduction of
value to quantitative metrics favours
emotional content over substantive
depth.  Furthermore,  algorithms

reproduce biases and cultural
hegemony through digital tools. The
research recommends developing
localized  theoretical  frameworks,
enacting regulatory legislation, and
fostering a critical digital literacy in
order to ensure a more democratic
and  culturally  diverse  media
environment.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence,
Digital Algorithms, Cultural
Discourse; Algorithmic Mediation;
Digital Platforms.
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