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The Crisis of International Law in Gaza: The Dialectic

Between Legal Text and the Practical Reality of the
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Abstract:

This study examines the tragedy
of the Gaza Strip as a case
highlighting the shortcomings of the
international human rights
protection system in the context of
armed conflicts. It addresses a
central  issue  regarding  the
effectiveness of international law,
both humanitarian and human rights,
in providing actual protection of
civilians' fundamental rights in
Gaza. The study aims to analyze the
manifestations of serious violations
affecting civilians, including direct

targeting, imposed  siege, and
systematic  destruction of  civil
infrastructure.

The study relies on an analytical
method to  examine  relevant
international legal rules, a
comparative approach to explore the
overlap  between  international
humanitarian law and human rights
law, With the use of a critical

R
approach to evaluate the
effectiveness of  international
protection  and  accountability
mechanisms.

The findings indicate that the
abundance of international legal
texts has not translated into effective
protection on the ground due to weak
enforcement mechanisms and the
predominance of political
considerations over legal
obligations. Furthermore, the study
highlights the limited role of the
United Nations and the Human
Rights Council, and the inefficiency
of the International Criminal Court
in holding violators accountable. The
Gaza tragedy reveals a structural
crisis in the international legal
system, calling for profound reforms
to enhance compliance,
accountability, and prevent impunity.

Keywords: Armed  Conflicts;
Civilian Protection; Gaza Strip;
Human Rights, International Law
Protection.
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- Human Rights Council, Establishes International Commission of Inquiry to
Investigate Violations in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and in Israel, 27 May 2021,
https: //www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2021/05/human-rights-council-establishes
-international-commission-inquiry?utm consulté le 10/12/2025 a 14h35.
®_ Human Rights Watch, Gaza: Apparent War Crimes During May Fighting July 27,
2021,
https: /twww.hrw.org/news/2021/07/27/gaza-apparent-war-crimes-during-may-
fighting?utm consulté le 10/12/2025 a 14h42
@) Almezan center for human rights, Israeli Attacks on Palestinian Civilians and
Properties, Gaza Strip-2021,

https: /mwww.mezan.org/public/index.php/en/post/31392/Israeli-Attacks-on-
Palestinian-Civilians-and-Properties%2 C-Gaza-Strip-202 1 ?utm
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2. BUGNION Frangois, «Le droit international humanitaire et la protection des
victimes de la guerrey, Geneve: Comité international de la Croix-Rouge (CICR).
2012, p.55.
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Red Cross, 2012,
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. Human Rights Watch, Israel/Palestine: Forced Evictions in Gaza, New York:
HRW., 2023.
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