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Emergence of the state state and the problem of the

privatization of power in Tunisia: a comparison between
Bourguiba and Ben Ali
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to
examine the historical origins of the
state of Tunisia and the relationship
between the head of the republic and
the state in Tunisia, and how the
concept of political power in Tunisia
was linked to the person of the
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president during the period of
Bourguiba or Ben Ali, in order to
compare the mechanisms used by
each of them to control the state and
seize power for decades.

The research concluded that
President Bourguiba had created a
comprehensive model of the state in
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which he sought to promote himself
as the greatest liberator of the
country and thus made for himself a
symbolic value that no one dared to
touch for three decades. While Ben
Ali took another step by initiating
reforms that suggested to the people
that he was seeking change to
democracy, but in fact he established
a police state that enabled him to

monopolize the political power that
lasted until his fall in 2011.

The abstract does not contain
abbreviations, references, inclusion
of an incomplete sentences, use of
ambiguous terms or any kind of
tables.

Keywords: State; Political Power;
Political System; Republic of
Tunisia.
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