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Criminal policy to combat neighborhood gangs
in Algerian law
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Abstract:

The Order No. 20-03 is an
integrated and comprehensive legal
framework to confront a dangerous
phenomenon that has spread in
society, namely neighborhood gangs,
which have become a threat to the
security and safety of individuals and
society in all physical and
psychological aspects. As a result of
conditions of poverty,
unemployment, social and economic
marginalization, as well as the
absence of family and school
supervision, in addition to
deteriorating security and easy
access to weapons, all of this created
a fertile environment for the growth
of neighborhood gangs, as young
people found in crime a means to
obtain money and power. To combat
this phenomenon, the authorities
have adopted a strategic approach
that  balances  prevention by
providing job opportunities  for
young people, strengthening the role
of families and schools, combating
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gang members by firmly enforcing
the law, increasing penalties for
crimes committed, rehabilitating
gang members, and providing
programs for their reintegration into
society, with the active participation
of various official bodies at the
national and local levels, in addition
to the role of civil society and experts
from various fields. Strengthening
cooperation among them to adopt
modern investigation methods to
pursue gang members, determine
their whereabouts through
wiretapping, monitor  suspicious
activities, and seek the help of
witnesses. This is considered a
necessary addition to the Algerian
legal arsenal, and it has achieved
relative success in deterrence, but it
requires a more comprehensive
application of preventive
mechanisms to achieve its goals.

Keywords: Criminal; confrontation;
neighborhood  gangs; preventive
mechanisms; fighting; penalties.
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