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The United Nation Mission for the Referendum in Western

Sahara (MINURSO) and the question of the inclusion of
human rights monitoring and protection within its
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Abstract:

Issues related to the respect,
monitoring and protection of human
rights and the compliance with the
rules of international humanitarian
law are of wutmost importance,
especially when the subject is linked
to a UN settlement of a prolonged
conflict. In this context, UN
peacekeeping operations are closely
tied to the monitoring and protection
of human rights, which constitute one
of the core tasks of these forces and
are indispensable conditions for
maintaining international peace and
security. At the same time, these
forces are called upon to respect and
uphold the rules of international
humanitarian law.

However, in the case of Western
Sahara, there is a contradiction in
the UN's practices concerning
peacekeeping operations and the

5
ola¥l e detall oK
protection  of  human  rights,
particularly when compared to other
UN peacekeeping missions that are
mandated to monitor and protect
human  rights and report on
compliance  with  international
humanitarian law.

This article seeks to highlight the
different aspects of this issue,
including the resistance efforts led by
influential countries in the UN
Security Council to prevent the
United Nations Mission for the
Referendum in Western Sahara
(MINURSO) from having a mandate
to monitor and protect human rights
and enforce international
humanitarian law. The resulting
violations and abuses complicate the
peaceful settlement of the conflict.

Keywords: Human Rights,
Western Sahara; Monitoring, United
Nation,; Protection.
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) See a publication of United Nation Department of Political Affairs, Trusteeship
and Decolonisation.N.17.October 1980,P: 3-4, Acceded on 11 April 2024.09: 49
https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/sites/www.un.org.dppa.decolonization/files/
decon-num-17-1.pdf
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La Mision de Naciones Unidas para el referendo en el Sahara Occidental

(MINURSO)

“_ Torrejon Rodriguez, J.D. (2020), UN Peace Keeping Operation and Human

Rights;, The Case of MINURSO in Western Sahara.Revista de Estudios

Internacionales Mediterraneos, (28)43-73, P 43
https://doi.org/10.15366/remi2020.28.003, Accessed on 28/11/2024. 12: 48
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9_ SeeResolution 282 on the situation in the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic -
ACHPR/Res.282(LV)2014, Adopted at its 55th Ordinary Session held from 28 April
2014 in Luanda, Angola.
-See also Resolution ACHPR/Res.332 (EXT.OS/XIX)2016, Resolution on Human
Rights in conflict situation.
-See also Resolution ACHPR/Res. 430 (LVII)2016, Resolution on Human Rights
situation in SADR
Retrieved  from: https://achpr.au.int/index.php/en/adopted-resolutions, on
24/02/2023 . 20: 54
139_ See Paragraph 307 of the judgement, Application 028/2018 - Bernard
Anbataayela Mornah vs Burkina Faso Republic of Benin Republic of Cote d’Ivoire
Republic of Ghana Republic of Malawi Republic of Mali Republic of Tunisia United
Republic of Tanzania. Retrieved from: https://www.african-court.org/cpmt/details-
case/0282018
Accessed on 02/02/2023,10: 35
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https://peacekeeping.un.org/ar/un-peacekeeping-70-vears-of-service-sacrifice
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1. See the website of MINURSO on: https.//minurso.unmissions.org/mandate
Accessed on 20 /01/2023.
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https.//'www: _amnesty.org/ar/latest/news/2020/1 1/human-rights-monitoring-needed-
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B9- Jacques Roussellier, “The Gaffe that hurt Multilateralism in Western Sahara”,
Carnegie Endowment Sfor International Peace. Retrievedfrom

https.//carnegieendowment.org/sada/63284, on 22/02/2023.11: 52
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(Y- Genocide in Western Sahara by Moroccan Forces”, Association of Families of
Sahrawi Prisoners and Disappeared(AFAPREDESA), document published in 2017 by
AFAPREDESA and CEAS

B9_ Amnesty International “Moroccan authorities assault Sahrawi women activists”.
Press Release on: 27 May 2022. Retrieved from:
https://www.amnesty.org/ar/latest/press-release/2020/10/morocco-and-western-
sahara-human-rights-component-critical-to-un-mission/. on 15 /05/2023. 15: 12
B7)_ See for example, Decision adopted by the Committee against Torture under
article 22 of the Convention, concerning communication N° 923/2019. Dated 28
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