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Abstract

This article examines the role of caricatures in reflecting and engaging with
the COVID-19 pandemic. At the outset, it highlights the multiplicity of definitions
attributed to this art form. Caricature is both a visual text and a hand-drawn
illustration—an evolving, spontaneous medium that has asserted its relevance in
our contemporary lives. It functions as a satirical lens, exposing flaws and depicting
individuals with a sense of humor.

Caricatures, therefore, serve as a condensed representation of social life,
operating as a powerful communicative tool—indeed, a form of media
weaponry—in the hands of the artist. This study analyzes a selection of
caricatures that documented the pandemic experience in rich detail. The corpus
includes works by the Algerian artist Delam, alongside those of international
cartoonists who lived through similar conditions in their respective countries.
These caricatures are marked by their capacity for empathetic identification, the

symbolic layering of meaning, and the documentation of socio-political realities.
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