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Abstract:

This study seeks to introduce the foundational efforts of structuralist
narratology within the framework of French literary criticism, with particular
emphasis on the contributions of two prominent and influential figures in the field
of narrative and critical studies, figures whose work has significantly shaped
Western criticism and exerted notable influence on Arab and Maghrebi literary
discourse. Tzvetan Todorov was the first to coin the term narratology in 1969 to
refer to the science of narrative, as he articulated in his seminal work Grammaire
du Décaméron (The Grammar of the Decameron). In this work, Todorov attempted
to formulate a general theory of narrative by constructing a comprehensive model
for analyzing narrative texts, grounded in the concept of universal grammar. He
thus positioned grammatical rules as a framework for narrative structures.

Genette, building upon this foundation, expanded the scope of
narratological inquiry by developing a comprehensive theory of narrative
discourse. His approach was structured around three central categories that
underpin his narratology, categories he derived from Marcel Proust’s novel In
Search of Lost Time. Through this framework, Genette proposed a systematic

methodology for analyzing narrative discourse, significantly advancing the field.
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French criticism; narratology; narrative discourse; Todorov; Genette.
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Paris, 1966.
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-(Genette) Gérard, Frontiéres du récit,in L'analyse structurale du récit, communications n° 8,
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