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A critical introduction to Study educational discourse
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abstract:

This contribution seeks to provide a socio-constructivist critique of discourse in general
and educational discourse in particular. The study embarks from a Foucauldian
conception of discourse, which has since been influential in the critique of discourse
analysis. To that, Norman Fairclough’s dialectical analysis, which presupposes a dialectic
relationship between discourse and society; in the sense that the former forms society
and is reciprocally formed by the latter. This effect is achieved by means of intermediary
social practices, which are deemed as the most conspicuous semiotic manifestations of
discourse in the Faircloughian sense. This paper, based on Foucault’s and Fairclough’s
conceptualizations of discourse, contends that discourse is only one way among many
others by means of which meaning is created and hence all realms of social life.
Moreover, the paper holds the view that as long as each realm has its own peculiar or
contending discourses, which reflect the bulk of its internal organizational structure,
representations and the relationships existing between its actors, these discourses are
accordingly defined by relations of conflict, domination and hegemony. As a result, some
of these discourses gain the power to control other contending discourses by imposing
their own peculiar worldview and conceptions on the less powerful discourse. An
example of this is the discourse appropriated by the world market, which is essentially

undergirded by ideological capitalism and liberalism. Therefore, while intending on
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shedding more light on educational discourse, along with the general one, this paper will
be significantly based on the theoretical aspect of discourse as a way of introduction to

the relationship between contending discourses of the modern time .

Keywords: discourse, colonialism, domination, ideology, educational discourse.
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> Fairclough, N. (2001). The dialectics of discourse. Textus, 14(2), 231-242. P 233.

> Fairclough, N. (2009). A dialectical-relational approach to critical discourse analysis in social
research. Methods of critical discourse analysis, 2, 162-187. P 164, Fairclough, N. (2001).
The dialectics of discourse. Textus, 14(2), 231-242.

> Fairclough, N. (2009). A dialectical-relational approach ro critical discourse analysis in social
research. Methods of critical discourse analysis, 2, 162-187.

» Fairclough, N. (2013). Critical discourse analysis and critical policy studies. Critical policy
studies, 7(2), 177-197.

> Fairclough, N. (2013). Critical discourse analysis and the marketisation of public discourse

the universities. In Critical discourse analysis (pp. 91-125). Routledge. P 93.

> Fairclough, N. (2013). Critical discourse analysis and the marketisation of public discourse
the universities. In Critical discourse analysis (pp. 91-125). Routledge.

> Fairclough, N. (2013). Language and ideology. In Critical Discourse Analysis (pp. 56-68).
Routledge.

» Goatly, A. (2008). Washing the brain: Metaphor and hidden ideology (Vol. 23). John

Benjamins Publishing.
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