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Abstract;

This study postulates that the European identity crisis, amplified by the rise of irregular
migration, stems from a fundamental shift in approach: moving from a
humanitarian/economic challenge to an existential threat impacting societal security. The
article reveals how this transformation is utilized to "securitize" migration, justifying
political hard-lining. The study also shows that the failure of integration policies has led
to the emergence of "parallel societies" and deepened societal fragmentation. This
situation has fueled the discourse of the far-right, which exploits demographic anxieties
concerning population composition. Ultimately, the restrictive European response has
eroded the Union's values of solidarity, confirming that the identity crisis is a decisive
factor in shaping the continent's foreign and domestic policies.
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