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Abstract :

The city of Nouakchott exhibits numerous dysfunctions in the field of waste management, mainly
related to its size as a large city whose population exceeds one million inhabitants. In addition, it constitutes
an attractive area for rural migration flows, which has significantly contributed to the increase in the volume
of solid waste produced. This situation occurs in the context of the shortcomings recorded in waste
collection, transportation, and disposal, which often leads to some public spaces and streets turning into
informal dumping sites for waste.

Despite the ambition that accompanied the delegation of waste management by local authorities to
private companies, with the aim of improving the quality of the city’s urban environment—given the
significant human and technical resources available to these companies—this experience has not been
without several shortcomings. The performance of the sanitation companies that have successively
managed this sector has not lived up to the expectations of local authorities and city residents, especially
in light of the rapid and largely uncontrolled urban expansion.
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