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Abstract:

This study examines the international legal framework governing the
protection of children in situations of armed conflict, in light of the growing
challenges posed by contemporary political crises and armed violence. The
protection of children constitutes a fundamental principle of international
law, given their status as one of the most vulnerable groups affected by
armed conflicts. Accordingly, the international community has developed a
comprehensive normative framework aimed at safeguarding children's
rights and ensuring their physical, psychological, and social well-being.
This framework is primarily embodied in the Four Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 and its Optional
Protocols, as well as the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court of 1998. These legal instruments establish a set of binding rules
and guarantees designed to protect children from grave violations
during armed conflicts, including killing, maiming, recruitment and
use in hostilities, sexual violence, abduction, attacks against schools
and hospitals, and the denial of humanitarian assistance.

Despite the existence of this extensive legal regime, serious
violations of children's rights continue to be documented in various
conflict zones around the world. This reality highlights the need for
effective implementation of international legal norms and reinforces
the importance of international criminal responsibility as a
mechanism for ensuring accountability, combating impunity, and
providing justice for victims. Consequently, the activation of
international criminal justice remains essential for strengthening the
protection of children and upholding the principle of the best interests
of the child in situations of armed conflict.

Keywords: Child; Armed Conflicts; International Humanitarian
Law; Convention on the Rights of the Child; International Criminal
Responsibility.
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