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Abstract:

This Article analyzes and discusses the response of Local
authorities worldwide to the COVID-19 pandemic through
decentralized cooperation, and the extent to which it has overcome
contradictions seen in intergovernmental cooperation. The paper’s
content is divided into three main parts: The first one explores the
situation of “temporary” shock that this form of international
cooperation experienced with the emergence and outbreak of the
pandemic; The second defines and shows decentralized cooperation
adaptation forms; The third part reviews and analyzes various
responses pursued by Local Authorities Worldwide through
decentralized relations, City networks and other initiatives of
cooperation in front of the pandemic. The results of this study
indicate that decentralised cooperation, while it has in turn been
shocked and negatively affected, it was faster in absorbing the
shock, adapting and responding effectively to the pandemic than
international (Intergovernmental) cooperation, whose response was
subject to ideological and strategic considerations that made its
frameworks and structures questionable.

Keywords: International Cooperation, Decentralized Cooperation,
COVID-19 Pandemic, Cities.
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2 Cities for Global Health, accessed on: April 22. 2022, at: https://bit.ly/3cvrz3f

3 AIMF, Covid-19 - Agir aujourd’hui et préparer demain, accessible a:
https://bit.ly/3v8jFDh
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' Chloé BELLAMI (et autres), L’action Internationale des Ville: Enjeux et
perspectives pour les mandats 2020-2026 (France Urbaine et CNFPT, 2021), p.
15.

2 Partnership for Healthy Cities, accessible at: https:/cities4health.org/

3 Resolve to Save Lives, accessible at: https://resolvetosavelives.org/



https://cities4health.org/
https://resolvetosavelives.org/

ASlopie  5yalibly aSall J Aesall (e 119-0s858 Anilal g3Spa01 oglarll Ayloxil

e Lpdeluw (o] 46,8 a8yl cleloxl] doge dudyall daldyl
fladay Lewd Glally dssloell (gt

ebadll Godiie e § Absysidl France urbaine "Lyl (il 8" A=
CGala-bdsyd) crabiadll” Byl Hlsl (3 "Buseie Aewdyd (e Aelaie diiay 4!
o3 A1 TeanlsY) Slelendl Mlal Ao golas Godine duan Lyl cullls
Lelais) el Alladl aSatly cammslll HLSy Jolly (9081 sles¥l L (o dligas
{(UCLG 8umie dddme ilagS>g (e

ot LS et (AIMF) (sipdi,all bl el Runan ik
Aols LAyl e celiae¥) ol lal Jleaiul @es alaza (2020 L6117
Ll el 18 585 559 Oogale 1.6 ilos 448 "ciyatial” s 19188 elig Aol
Bl pes RSl purans lall Ll SLJL A el e
Jodl o Auanyd¥1 laldl olde el e oo cislazal wdy AsLazsyl
Lilige « suldliSygs ol liinny) < padibin 09 alSIN zlall Jola s3I
Abbicddl 9aiSl dngar (Gla Ganr cpangesS LagieS (g

1 !

Oe AS0ad Lagd el s sl ull e sud) (poliadll jatdy g 1
e Leddly dos 32 (4o Bpdue Aade 282 aexi @I (Cittaslow izl uall

el e ool abaid oo Buatad) Lokl Calisa serud (e Lploalud i !
AIMF, "Covid-19 : plan d’appui de I’AIMF aux villes", aimf, accessible a :
https://bit.ly/3L1CVaC

67


https://bit.ly/3L1CVaC

ASlopie  5yalibly aSall J Aesall (e 119-0s858 Anilal g3Spa01 oglarll Ayloxil

Jelodl Jols @x o Zo Lebael o dwgalll cpabiaddl Jleel caiS dladl
24l Jslasd) @aasy dlandl

roslod| & lgd (38 ¥ (glad asyldag ey .5

zolny wholee anSo S Oglaall lhald Ae ) bl aiss o
) e oaydg i plewdly aladl wlelus Jlal dyaesy (Aaslall ogladl!
el leie) @3 Ll st anladl Dol fia (o Amiland] po Jalaly seinl!
ool Bie callely olaylily xilall po Jolaall Luatateas Sugun (55S,0Y (glad
b sl Jl QUL o (de dd Balims Sl oo aldn Sloflas @quds
dablie aalbi il "clo¥l Zalee 3 Aolutuny Liye Ao s gmall slatll”
32021 sle 17 § A yall Alpes-Cote d'Azur " yu3i-* oS- 1"
:eebiaidly Golaid! do g3 8 juolin .6

Osladlly abiaddl @udy "dudadl” dplaghadl ASda) Sldadl el 31)
& Lty Joudl oy cady (& Auzgdan¥l Sl lall Bl A8ty Ly
e Baliate Byolis oMo Slysless LSty ol (e Aegome 8318 ald (elLall
Sl atue Wl ) Lellabioy ol Jlas] d2f o0 c(Alally (@ul8Y1 cppaiall
Julasg il cliall Ja o 39 ol clalles (amy ol LS (Ldgag Libss
faslie olausy giaad G oliall alelsg i (nalis 3lglusd!

I Cittaslow, accessible at: https://www.cittaslow.org/

2 Lorenzo Kihlgren Grandi, " Les villes, une alternative diplomatique a la gestion
de la pandémie", telos, May 24, 2020. Accessible on: April 25, 2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3kxwD85

3 Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur, Appel a Projets "CopSanté": Sante Resiliente et
Durable face aux Crises. Accessible a: https://bit.ly/3LQ80h8

4 Robert Muggah, op cit, p. 19.
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' Metropolis, Gouvernance de L’urgence dans les Villes et les Régions: Initiative
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https://bit.ly/3F1JNhP



https://bit.ly/3FlJNhP

ASlopie  5yalibly aSall J Aesall (e 119-0s858 Anilal g3Spa01 oglarll Ayloxil

sdziladl dmy Lo Slaild sl .8

5L LylY catll e Amiladl iy ool o Lo Olatll iy @)
LQ)UT e éLa_’i_nj Aib‘.ﬂ.” ML‘; sLQ..\A_} LA.‘A‘JZ M‘ Jl sluaas Lﬂilj Jass ."L_l__!..ﬂ_‘.ﬂ‘j
)

oo hladl e pols Sy 5855 Bugie @l sl pull GISa (e sue
Jlze @ Lulal hasazie e 3S0d (29) (40 48 5yolin Loyl ISy Axslell
Sl byt Ll Bll Jeadl 55,8" 2020 Jsys1 15 § calll & (UL
gt day Lo adly (§ Sadll ) ug Jes Aogazma (P9 "19-086S (0 Glail]
Blolucadlll (aass alall dmpall cpuss § dealudl J2l o Jealy (ligysS
o2l (@t Cumtl clgol sladly (Axmslall aay plazadl galaid ¥l JLasll assudy
hlas Jal oo Baaal" olginy dlas Bl 1 ady a3¥ 1 al8 08y Jarudl 3
oo plaiuay Jole ehlus iz Ludsdl Slghasdl Led sumy "Jsley s
Al e Gaeld sliyly al! jauae 0sSa 19-048 68 Axmsle

Slylgmg alalas calbl dge oo Latasill (ull alia oo sl G LS
Citds =LY o b oo S Al am ol Jdiuwe Jgs els
Lol lludl e e Amsladl wil" Js> Lalas calbi Interculturelles
sgase” o> Lalas (OVPM) JLladl SN (e Aalaie calle] LS <"l Ladl ity
2" Leadl sl

' C40 Cities, Mayors Agenda for a Green and Just Recovery (C40, 2020),
accessible at: https://sforce.co/37TmLTf
2 Lorenzo Kihlgren Grandi, op cit.
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' Chloé BELLAMI (et autres), op cit, p. 37.
2 Robert Muggah, op cit, p. 16.
3 VNG International, op cit, p. 14.
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- AIMF, "Covid-19: plan d’appui de I’AIMF aux villes", aimf,
accessible a: https://bit.ly/3L1CVaC

- AIMF, "Covid-19-Agir aujourd’hui et préparer demain",
aimf, accessible a: https://bit.ly/3chxZTk

- Alvarez. Mariano and Nahuel Oddone, "Opinion — Revisiting
Paradiplomacy in the Context of COVID-19", E-International
Relations, Aug 5 2020, Accessed on: March 22, 2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3kBmfw5
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