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Abstract:

This study deals with Henri Duveyrier's expedition to the Algerian
Sahara, which took place between 1857 and 1863. During this trip, he visited
several cities and regions in the Algerian Sahara, such as Biskra, Wadi Righ,
Wadi Souf, Ouargla, Touggourt, and the Tuareg region. In this study, I have
chosen to address in this study the Henri Duveyrier mission, which is one of
the most prominent French travelers, because he made trips to many
Algerian desert regions, including the Tasili region, where the residents of
“northern Tuareg ” reside,Who stayed between them for a year and learned
their language.He authored several books, including a book entitled "The
Tuareg of the North,” published in 1864, a book entitled "Studies on
Tunisia" (1881), and another book on the Algerian and Tunisian Sahara
(1905). The aim of this study is to demonstrate France's efforts behind
sending Duveyrie's expedition and other exploratory and spy missions to the
Algerian Sahara region, and France's goals in incorporating the Algerian
Sahara into the Sahel region of the French Empire, which was at the time a
subject of competition between the major colonial powers, particularly
France and Britain.As for the results reached that this exploratory process
came after previous French trips at the beginning of the nineteenth century,
that the most important result can be that this trip and others threw the study
of the population and the geographical nature of the desert regions and the
collection of various information about the region to be a tool for French
colonial policy.

Key words: Algerian Sahara; Henri Duveyre; French colonial expansion;
exploratory voyages; 19th century.
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