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Abstract:

This article analyzes the naval conflict between Algiers and the Knights
of Malta from 1530 to 1664, within the broader context of Ottoman—
European rivalry in the Mediterranean. It traces key stages of the conflict,
emphasizing the strategic significance of the Maltese islands and their use
as an advanced base for Christian alliances against Ottoman-Algerian
influence in the western Mediterranean. The study highlights pivotal
events that shaped this rivalry: the Knights’ participation in Charles V’s
failed expedition against Algiers in 1541; the contribution of Algerian
sailors to the Ottoman-led Siege of Malta in 1565; and the involvement of
the Knights in the unsuccessful French campaign against Jijel in 1664. The
findings reveal that Malta functioned as the spearhead of Christian attacks
on North Africa, while Algiers served as a fortified Ottoman defensive
base in the western Mediterranean. The research also demonstrates that the
conflict did not conclude in 1664 but persisted into the eighteenth century
with increased intensity. This sustained confrontation underscores the
enduring strategic and geopolitical importance of both powers and
suggests the need for further study of the later phase, given the abundance
of events and the complex interplay of political, military, and maritime
factors that defined the struggle.

Keyword: Regency of Algiers; Knights of Malta; Charles V; Duke de
Beaufort; Mediterranean Sea.
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