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French Nuclear Tests in the Algerian Desert and Their Environmental
and Social Impacts Between 1960 and 1962

) = ey B pglall (31 s Y sl
a.cherbiti@univ-dbkm.dz

2025/01/31 2024/01/15 2024/12/31

: gl
CA s 35 G (98] g e amr Opeen il Slel W AW O R ey
Blall Fl) ekl Subl O Gl ol e SoliseVhy (b slale e slaeL
SVl Lol Ll sty olendh Sl ks an (sl Sl e slazeVL
Aoy Jges Dl @83 (gl ail dmy gl Lsd a0 3t 31EVlg 2S00 Y1 Bl
Codl pshai o Bgedl WL e sue sl psn s oY Aewldl &)pedl ALl Wy
Sy 2l ol o el iy )18 ey A 3 B Ry A5 dslia)

st bl (1] sl o dnnls gblis oy 1oL Lnloly 2

Soldl (il Slpmddl AAA eal s i Ll Cjlndl il SLdST
L Sazy)

oyl il i
111



ALYl AL Uiy R el 3 Rl Bl ol

Abstract:

After the end of World War 11, the French revived their nuclear project,
which had been halted due to the war, relying on French scientists and
benefiting from the expertise of their allies. The declared goal was to
produce energy using nuclear fuel. However, with the escalation of
political events, the intensification of international competition between
the United States and the Soviet Union, and France facing threats
following the Suez Crisis, Charles de Gaulle, upon assuming the
presidency of the Fifth Republic, issued an order to build several nuclear
reactors to advance research for developing a nuclear bomb. These tests
were conducted in Algeria, resulting in environmental disasters that
impacted water, soil, and living organisms, causing significant damage
and transforming vast areas of the desert into restricted zones.

Key words : French nuclear tests; Algerian desert; nuclear explosions;
radioactive pollution.
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