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Abstract:

This research examines the role of Catholic and Protestant Christian
Missions in the development of the Belgian colonial system in the Congo
from 1876 to 1950, It traces the trajectory of missionary activity in the
Congo from the arrival of the Portuguese in the 15" Century to the
establishment of the Association Internationale du Congo (AIC) in The
1876 and the Second missionary expedition supported by King Leopold 11
of Belgium.

The research explores the integral relationship between the missions and
the king, highlighting how the missions assisted Leopold Il in
personalizing the ownership of the Congo through their contributions to its
annexation by Belgium in 1908 and their securing of a virtual monopoly
on education until 1948 ,This allowed them to influence the formulation
and implementation of colonial policy towards the native population until
the mid-1950, The missions also indirectly contributed to the emergence
of Congolese nationalist movements with a religious character, Such as the
Kimbanguist movement, Which played a role in developing national
consciousness and Congolese identity .

The significance of this research lies in its focus on the complex dynamics
between religion and power in the context of Belgian rule in the Congo, It
achieves this by investigating historical events, Ideologies ,And the effects
of the partnership between the missionary societies and king Leopold Il as
well as the repercussions this partnership had on the Congo .

Key words : King Leopold Il ,Missionary missions ,Congo ,Belgian
colonial government
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