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Abstract:

This study examines the demonstrative equestrian art, the so-called
“Fantasia”, that the Tiaret region holds every year, which shows the extent
to which they relate to the horses they are known for raising and excelled
in riding like their ancestors, the Numidians, who are known for their
knighthoods and passion for horse riding. According to Numidians,
equestrian was not for purely military purposes, but rather a means of
entertainment and sports, and the matter developed with the occupation of
the Maghreb by the Romans, where they embraced the culture of Roman
games and became involved in the activities of horse racing games, which
were held in special architectural facilities. Algeria has passed down
through generations this material cultural heritage, which has come to be
embodied in the form of an annual festival held in the Tiaret region, which
has taken on a theatrical artistic character ostensibly to create fun and
spectacle for viewers, but its background is nothing but a simulation of the
Numidians fighting style in the war in the past. The research aims to make
an approach between equestrians in Tiaret recently and what was the same
in Algeria as in old times, in addition to highlighting the symbolism of that
show.

Keywords: equestrian; Tiaret; fantasia; horse racing; Numidians.
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