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The scientific expedition of Fagih Makhluf Al-Balbali and

its civilizational effects on the Hausa country in northern
Nigeria.( From 10H/16C to 13H/19C)
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Abstract

This article tackles, through study and analysis, one of the scholars of
the Algerian Sahara by answering the following problems: Who is the
Fagih Makhluf Ben Salah Al - Balbali? To what extent did his scientific
journey in the beginning of the (10H/16C) century enrich some aspects of
civilization in the Hausa country in Northern Nigeria? And what are the
implications of that journey for the scientists of the Sokoto State?
Al Balbali’s trip included Tabelbala, in which he constructed a "Makhlouf
Palace" and he brought many books to it. However, he went to Timbuktu
in Mali to seek knowledge because it was Andalusia in its time. And its
prominent influence was in the cities of “ Kano and Katsina “ located in
the Hausa country in Northern Nigeria, where the Fakih has had
civilizational contributions that were monitored over the three centuries,
represented in spreading Islam and promoting the spread of Maliki school
of thought, teaching the Arabic language and the practice of the judiciary.
As for his well - known advisory opinion on the slave trade in Sudan, it
has become a reference for the scholars of that region to rely on in
clarifying the ruling of the issue. Among those who were influenced by it,
the scholars of the Sokoto State, which was founded at the beginning of
the century (13H/19C), headed by Sheikh Uthman Bin Foduye. Then, we
will reach the overall objective of the research, which is to confirm the
communication and civilizational influence of Central Maghreb scholars
in the African Coast.
Key Words: Makhluf Al-Balbali ; Civilizational impact; The Country of
Hausa; Uthman Bin Foduye; Tabelbala.
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