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Lexical Variation in the Poetry of Ahmed Matar:

A Statistical Study Using Johnson’s Measure in the Light of the
Stylistic Approach
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Abstract:

Stylistics is a linguistic-critical field that analyzes literary texts to
reveal their aesthetic and semantic structures by examining linguistic
features that give texts their stylistic uniqueness. Statistical
stylistics, a major branch, relies on quantitative measures to track
linguistic phenomena, including lexical variation, which reflects
textual richness and artistic depth. This study investigates lexical
variation in the poetry of Ahmed Matar, the contemporary Iragi poet
known for his satirical and protest-oriented verse, addressing
freedom, justice, and resistance to tyranny, while expressing the
sentiments of the Arab individual.

The study aims to identify the quantitative linguistic features
distinguishing Matar’s poetry and to show how lexical variation
contributes to his stylistic structure, addressing the scarcity of
statistical-stylistic research on his work. Analysis focused on
samples representing three thematic axes-political, social, and
personal-using Johnson’s Measure to calculate the Type—Token Ratio
(TTR).

Results indicate that thematic orientation strongly shapes the
poet’s lexicon, as vocabulary and repetition vary by context. Highest
lexical variation occurred in themes of freedom (88%) and poverty
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(92%), while poems on repression and injustice had lower variation
due to the use of repetition as a rhetorical device. The personal axis
showed moderate variation (61-63%), reflecting a balanced and
contemplative style.

The study concludes that lexical variation in Ahmed Matar’s
poetry is not only an aesthetic feature but also an artistic and protest
strategy, employing language as a critical tool that adapts to theme
and emotion, granting his poetic lexicon a distinctive stylistic
identity.

Keywords:

Stylistic approach, lexical variation, Johnson’s Measure, Ahmed
Matar.
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