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The Khayyamian Manifestation in the Short Story
""How Cheap the Price Is"
by Mahmoud Saif al-Din al-lrani
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Abstract:

This study explores the relationship between certain images and
themes found in the quatrains of the Iranian poet Omar Khayyam of
Nishapur and the symbolic elements embedded in the short story "How
Cheap the Price Is" by the Jordanian-Palestinian writer of Iranian
origin, Mahmoud Saif al-Din al-lrani. The research adopts a critical
comparative approach aimed at deepening the aesthetic awareness of
the literary text through the illumination provided by a parallel text.
The findings indicate that there are symbols and meanings in the story
that can be interpreted using Khayyamian motifs.

A close analysis reveals that Khayyamian elements are present
throughout the story -from beginning to end- including doubt,
contentment, the pursuit of pleasures, the feeling of freedom born of
independence, and the concept of freedom as a transient and relative
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value. The lottery ticket, in particular, carries a symbolic meaning
comparable to that of wine in Khayyam’s quatrains, serving as a
gateway to dream and temporary detachment from reality.

Moreover, the story maintains a spirit similar to that of the
quatrains by not completely detaching from reality and by preserving a
rational tone. The symbolic significance of the lottery ticket is further
emphasized by how it offers the protagonist a contemplative space,
one characterized by rational reflection infused with vitality and hope
amid the noise of life. In this way, the narrative transitions from
presenting values and images inspired by Khayyam to a distinctly
Khayyamian conclusion—namely, the embrace of the present moment
and seizing the opportunity in light of life’s fragility.

Keywords: Mahmoud Saif al-Din al-Irani, How Cheap the Price
Is, Khayyam’s Quatrains, Omar Khayyam of Nishapur, short story
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