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Contemporary Arabic Novel and the Aesthetic
of Openness to OtherLiterary Arts:
Issa Lahilah’s Graph of Sins as a Case Study
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Abstract:

This research paper examines the evolution of the Arabic
novel in connection with foreign influences. It focuses on how
the genre has opened up to external cultures and adapted
narrative techniques shaped by continuous development. This
evolution has been strongly driven by the strategy of narrative
experimentation, which often involves engaging with other
artistic forms—both literary and non-literary.

The Algerian novel, as part of this broader movement, has
echoed the Eastern Arab narrative tradition while also interacting
with various art forms, including poetry. This study raises
several questions: How has the contemporary Arabic novel
engaged with other arts, and why? Has this engagement been
limited to literary arts, or has it extended to visual and auditory
forms as well? What motivates the contemporary Arab novelist
to integrate these discourses—intellectual goals, aesthetic
pursuits, or both?

The paper explores how lIssa Lahilah blends narrative and
poetic modes to enrich the fictional space and achieve a distinct
aesthetic. To address these questions, the study adopts a
descriptive-analytical textual approach

Key words:

New Arabic novel, openness, other arts, narrative and poetic
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