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Abstract:

This study addresses public policy as a limit on the effectiveness of
international commercial arbitration, both when an award is challenged
for annulment and when its enforcement is sought, under the 1958 New
York Convention. It adopts an analytical and comparative approach
covering Jordanian, English and French law. The findings indicate that
these systems tend to construe public policy narrowly and to restrict
judicial scrutiny to fundamental violations, leaving the merits of the
dispute, as a rule, outside the court's review, and that they diverge in
how far the courts' scrutiny extends rather than in the notion of public
policy itself. The study also finds that Jordanian arbitration legislation
draws no distinction between domestic and international arbitration,
even though the courts have kept their own review limited. It concludes
by proposing amendments and additions to the Jordanian Arbitration
Law.

Key words:

public policy, international commercial arbitration, award annulment,
award enforcement, New York Convention 1958.
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