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Abstract:

This study examines the place of alternative penalties in the Omani Penal
Code (Royal Decree No. 7/2018, as amended), following a descriptive,
analytical and comparative approach. It analyses the Code's provisions
on principal, ancillary and complementary penalties and on the
suspension of execution, and concludes that the legislator has not created

an independent regime of alternative penalties. The closest forms are
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public service as a complementary penalty and suspension of sentence
under Article 71, as replaced by Royal Decree No. 11/2025. The study
compares this position with the Tokyo Rules, Bahrain's Law No. 18 of
2017 and the Algerian experience, and proposes a legislative and
institutional framework for replacing short custodial sentences with
genuine alternatives.

Key words:

Alternative penalties; Omani Penal Code; Community service;
Suspended sentence; Short custodial sentences; Criminal policy.
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