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Abstract

This study examines civil liability for harm caused by artificial
intelligence systems under Palestinian law, focusing on fault, causation,
evidentiary difficulties, and the identification of responsible actors. It
argues that general civil-liability rules can address many Al-related
disputes, but that their strict application may create a practical
protection gap when technical records and system documentation are
controlled by the defendant or when the decision-making process is
difficult to reconstruct. The research analyzes Palestinian rules on civil
wrongs, evidence, electronic transactions and e-commerce, while using
selected European and international developments as persuasive
reference material rather than directly applicable law. It considers
expert evidence, electronic records, judicial disclosure, rebuttable
presumptions, insurance and human oversight. The study concludes
that a graduated framework is preferable to absolute strict liability:
ordinary fault-based liability should remain the general rule, while
high-risk Al systems should be subject to enhanced duties of care,
documentation and monitoring, and courts should have carefully
limited powers to order disclosure and draw rebuttable presumptions in
technically complex cases.

key words: Artificial intelligence; civil liability; tort; algorithmic
fault; causation; burden of proof; electronic evidence; Palestinian law.
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