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Abstract
This study seeks to address a misconception that has begun to surface
among our students and researchers in the academic field: the belief that
only four research methods can be used in scientific studies. These
methods are the historical, comparative, and survey methods in their six

variations. The reasons behind this limitation remain unclear, particularly
given the broad and diverse nature of media and communication studies.

While the four methods mentioned are certainly valuable for analyzing and
studying media phenomena in a way that yields credible and meaningful
results, they may not always be suitable, especially when the subject of
study belongs to a different domain that requires different approaches.
Topics like semiotics, linguistics, discourse analysis, and others within the
realm of media and communication studies may not align with the
methodologies traditionally employed in the aforementioned methods.

In media and communication research, the goal is often to describe the
regularities and relationships between phenomena, offering explanations
for changes in models like influence, use, exposure, reception, interaction,
etc. Given the dynamic and evolving nature of these phenomena, it would
be unreasonable to limit oneself to only four methods, treating them as the
exclusive means of study. The question, then, is what other methodologies
from different fields of knowledge could be applied to study media and
communication phenomena more effectively?

Keywords:  scientific  research, media phenomena, methods.
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