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Essentially contested concepts in media research

An essay to overcome the conflictual character of discourse
concepts: why and how?
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Abstract
Concepts formation still attracts the scientific curiosity of

researchers in the social sciences. It is an issue that carries an
epistemological concern that seeks to bridge the gap between
researchers. Here, the essentially contested concepts emerge as a
framework that acknowledges the existence of such concepts'
categories and discourse belongs to them. Nevertheless, the ladder of
abstraction proposes scientific criteria to remove these concepts from
the circle of essential contestedness. So, this article aims to approach
the concepts of discourse from the perspective of the ladder of
abstraction to reduce the intensity of the conceptual conflict over
discourse.

Keywords: Discourse concepts, Essentially contested concepts, Ladder of
abstraction.
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