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Abstract

Iragi universities face significant challenges due to the growing influence of
global ranking indicators such as the Impact Factor (IF) and H-Index on their
academic policies. The core issue lies in an excessive focus on international
publishing at the expense of local output, leading to the decline of local journals,
neglect of research addressing local issues, and reduced publication in Arabic .

This study aims to analyze the impact of these indicators on the Iragi academic
environment and raise awareness among lIragi policymakers about the risks of over-
relying on global standards that may not meet local needs. It also explores
associated challenges, such as the adverse effects on humanities and social sciences
and the rise of unethical practices like academic plagiarism .

The findings reveal that the policies adopted by Iraq’s Ministry of Higher
Education have not led to noticeable improvements in global rankings. Instead, they
have burdened faculty and students financially and emotionally while widening the
gap between academic disciplines .

To offer balanced solutions, the study presents several recommendations,
including developing local journals to meet international standards, achieving a
balance between local and international publishing, and supporting research
addressing national issues. Additionally, it emphasizes the importance of enhancing
academic ethics and fostering a fair and sustainable research environment.

Keywords: Global rankings, Iraqi universities, Impact Factor, H-Index,
Scientometrics indicators.
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