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The communicative and semantic functions of
emoticons in the mediated personal communication
via the Internet

A semiotic analytical study of a sample of chats
through a chat room Tchat Algérie
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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the communicative functions entrusted to
emoticons, where, the treatment of chat from an implicit and semantic
angle allows to delve into the essence and depth of mediated
communication in order to search for mechanisms for the production of
symbols and the manufacture of social meaning, For this purpose, we
analyzed (05) chats -deliberately selected from the chat room
“TchatAlgérie”-based on the semiotic approach of Jakobson, and
Guiraud.

The study concluded that emoticons perform multiple communicative
and semantic functions, as they perform an emotional function, the
function of establishing, extending or cutting communication, and the
function of transgressing communication, as well as performing a
relational function, which means that emoticons perform a function
simulating the function performed by body language when face-to-face
exchange.

Keywords:Chat; Codes; emoticons; mediated personal communication

via the Internet; Significance production mechanisms; structuring the
communicative message.
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