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Abstract

The changes that occurred in the economic and political life in the

mid-seventies of the last century conducted searchers to reconsidering the
study methods that no longer meet the need for research in the field of
literature and art. Wherever, the preoccupation about issues of reception,
reading, and interpretation took the priority at the beginning of the eighties,
especially in German critical studies, where Constance School appeared and
contributed to the emergence of the theory of reception and provided some
methodological solutions to the research crisis in the field of culture and
literature.

On this basis, the theory was launched by Hans Yauss and followed
by his compatriot Izer Wolfgang who adopted the views of Yauss to
formulate a new concept that celebrates the mutual relationship between the
text and the reader, as well as focusing on the fact that the real understanding
of the text emanates from the reader.

The theory of reception has found resonance in the field of media
practices, as a result of the development of communication research,
especially the media audience research, as the latter is one of the most



important areas of research in the field of media and communication
research, as the audience is the primary target in the media process whose
elements are not complete without receiving its messages. The search for
'What the media do to people' has shifted to an interest in the search for
'‘What do people do with the media?

Hence, we will try through this intervention to give a scientific view
about the circumstances in which the theory of reception emerged, the
stages that its main schools went through, leading to its displacement in the
field of information and communication sciences and the most important
problems that can be understood through the application of mechanisms and
standards set by the theory for a better understanding of the relationship
existing media and its audience.

Key words :reception; Media studies; reception theory; the public.
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