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The Economic Life of Carthage: Between the Dominance of Maritime Trade and the
Integration of Agriculture and Industry
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Abstract:

Carthage was one of the most prominent economic powers of the ancient world. Its economy
relied mainly on maritime trade, thanks to its strategic location on the Mediterranean coast.
The Carthaginians controlled extensive trade routes connecting North Africa, Southern
Europe, and Western Asia, enabling the exchange of goods such as metals, textiles, grains,
and oils.

In addition to trade, agriculture played an important role in Carthage’s economy, especially in
the surrounding regions. The Carthaginians developed advanced agricultural techniques and
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contributed to improving the production of olives and grains. Craft industries also flourished,
including shipbuilding, pottery, and textiles.

Carthage also relied on an organized economic system that included taxation and regulated
trade, as well as the use of currency in transactions, reflecting a relatively advanced level of
economic organization.

Overall, maritime and commercial power formed the foundation of Carthage’s prosperity,
making it a major rival to Rome in the Mediterranean until the outbreak of the Punic Wars,
which ultimately led to its fall.

Keywords: Carthage, Trade, Sea, Economy, Ships .
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