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The Kingdom of Palmyra in the British School: Bernard Lewis as a Model - An

Analytical Study
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Abstract:

The Kingdom of Palmyra emerged as one of the most important ancient Arab kingdoms
in northern Arabia, thanks to its strategic location at the crossroads of global trade routes. This
attracted the attention of the competing empires of the time, particularly Rome, which sought
to control it by establishing friendly relations. This was done to ensure the passage of its own
goods and to control the trade caravans of other nations passing through its territory.

The geographical isolation of the Kingdom of Palmyra was a major factor in its political
prominence. Its distance from other kingdoms made it difficult to reach and penetrate the trade
routes leading to it. This isolation allowed Palmyra to establish itself as a political and economic
power. Consequently, Rome frequently sought to bring Palmyra under its control. Whenever it
perceived an attempt at independence, Rome resorted to assassinating its kings, as happened
with King Odaenathus Il and Queen Zenobia, ultimately leading to the downfall of the
Palmyrene kingdom.

Keywords: Palmyra, Orientalism, British School, Bernard Lewis.
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