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The Arabic Language between Authenticity and
Modernity: A Reading of Muhammad Al-Tammar’s
Project
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Summary:

The problematic relationship between tradition and modernity constitutes
one of the central issues in the history of modern Arab thought. In Algeria,

yettou.ali@ensb.dz : ¥l ¢ slay e 1w dl al3dl
-351-


https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/81

M) (L Al shy @le

it has also represented a cultural and identity-related dimension directly
associated with the course of the Nahda and reform movements. Within this
context, the project of Mohamed Tammar (1935-2015) stands out as a conscious
attempt to reconstruct the history of Algerian literature and to establish the
Arabic language as an instrument of cultural and civilizational agency following
centuries of colonial suppression. Accordingly, this study aims to examine
Tammar’s intellectual discourse by analysing his rhetorical strategies and his
positions on heritage and modernity, while demonstrating how he employed
literary history as a form of cultural resistance. This is achieved through an
objective textual analysis of his book A History of Algerian Literature. His scholarly
project was not merely an exercise in literary historiography; rather, it constituted
a contribution to developing a Nahda-oriented conception of the Arabic language
that seeks to balance the roots of cultural identity with the demands of the
contemporary era.

Keywords: Arabic language, tradition, modernity, Mohamed Tammar, Algerian
literature
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