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The Desert Space Manifestations and Significance in the
Novel'' Desert of Thirst" by Al-Akhdar Ben Al-Sayih
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Summary:

The desert is a majestic space that extends between reality and
imagination. The human mind has long been fascinated by uncovering the
mysteries of obscure beings and vast landscapes, and by striving to
construct a comprehensive representation of this world, which seems to
drift upon the vessels of sand and imagination. Confronting the awe-

inspiring vastness of the desert with pen and paper has consequently given

merahi-said@univ-eloued.dz: Jeaa¥! ¢ >0 s s Junpd | a5l
-281 -


https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/81

) (s s galid mgra
rise to a remarkable presence of the desert as a recurring theme in literature,
around which numerous literary works, particularly novels, have been
constructed. In Algerian literature, the earliest attempts to portray the desert in
fiction were made by northern writers who visited the region and wrote about
their experiences there. Southern writers subsequently followed in their
footsteps, among them the novelist Lakhdar Ben Sayeh, who sought, in his novel
‘The Desert of Thirst’, to convey the details of his journey across the Algerian
desert. This study seeks to examine the ways in which the desert space is
represented in this novel and to explore its symbolic significance.

Keywords: narrative; desert; contemplation; mysticism; The Desert of Thirst
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