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Summary:

The study of the image of peoples in world literature has become a prominent
topic in contemporary comparative studies, particularly since comparative literary
scholarship broadened its scope to include numerous subjects that had been
excluded from its research field during its early formative stage, largely under the
influence of the historical approach and Auguste Comte’s positivist philosophy.
Madame de Staél’s influential work On Germany played a major role in opening
comparative literary studies to foreign literatures from a humanistic perspective
that transcended the national dimension characterizing the positivist version of
comparative literature associated with Paul Van Tieghem. Goethe’s
Enlightenment thought also contributed to fostering an openness to foreign
literatures and encouraging engagement with them free from prejudices and
preconceived ideas. Thus, it became possible to represent foreign peoples in
literature from a highly cosmopolitan perspective, thereby dispelling many
misunderstandings between peoples and cultures and facilitating dialogue among
civilizations as well as communication between writers from different national
backgrounds. However, the situation differs considerably when it comes to the
representation of minority cultures, marginalized peoples, and the former
colonies of Europe. Fear-based and stereotypical representations prevailed in
depictions of these peoples, whom colonialism reduced to groups of subalterns,
stripped of dignity and unable to represent themselves. Consequently, they
sought refuge under the protection of the empire in the hope of receiving
democratic benevolence that might enable them to survive.In this paper, we
examine imagology, as well as the mechanisms through which this field enables
the construction of images of peoples through fictional literature in its various
narrative forms. We explore the fundamental concepts of this field, which Said A.
Allouche referred to as “imagology”, and the highly productive critical insights
that these concepts make possible. A critical term is a key to knowledge. To
illustrate these concepts, we will draw on selected examples from novels, insofar
as they help clarify the concepts, without engaging in an extensive analysis of the

-192.-



2026 ruzew /AU 908) /1o (ul3) M) oostaall sy Y @ 2elygagll Rygull

corpus, since the present study is primarily theoretical in its initial stage. Its aim is
to shed light on the conceptual framework of imagology as developed by Henri-
Daniel Pageaux, Said A. Allouche, and Said Arak.

Keywords: Representation; imagology; phobia; mania; affinity; the Other;
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