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The Algerian Mindset Issue and Its Position on Western
Modernity in Bakhti Benaouda’sThought: Deconstruction and
the Stakes of Postmodern Criticism
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Summary:

This study examines the Algerian intellect formation within the contexts of
modernity and postmodernity, drawing on the writings of Bakhti Ben Aouda as a
foundational point of departure for critiquing the epistemological and
anthropological structures that shape the Algerian subject’s relationship with
itself and with the world. It highlights how modernity was received in Algeria not
merely as a rational project rooted in the Enlightenment, but also as an existential
shock that generated tensions between the traditional and the imported. Through
concepts such as “ontological fragility,” “inner rupture,” and “unification,” the
study demonstrates that reflection on identity tends to favour deconstruction
over an essentialist retrieval of origins. The study also draws on German
philosophy, from Kant to Heidegger, to examine reason and the limits of
knowledge, showing how Bakhti Ben Aouda reconfigured the relationship
between the subject and the world. It further explores the possibility of the
emergence of postmodern thought in Algeria through an interrogation of
difference and writing, as well as through the dismantling of metaphysics in a
manner reminiscent of Derridean deconstruction.

Keywords: Algerian intellect, modernity, postmodernity, Bakhti Ben Aouda,
German philosophy
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