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Summary:

Arabic poetry may be regarded as a repository of the secrets of the Arab
experience throughout its historical development, incorporating a wide
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range of ideas and conceptions while articulating diverse visions and intellectual
orientations. This inevitably gives rise to a dialectic between the conceptual and
rational on the one hand, and the literary and linguistic on the other. The central
question addressed by this study is: How is the conceptual and rational dimension
represented within literary and creative expression? This overarching question
gives rise to two further questions: How is the rational tendency manifested in the
poetic discourse of Abi al-Tayyib al-Mutanabbi? What epistemic values constitute
the central axis of his poetic experience? The study aims to uncover the rational
values embodied in al-Mutanabbt’s poetic texts through selected examples,
approached from the perspective of cognitive criticism. The principal findings
indicate that al-Mutanabbi’s poetic experience is articulated through both a
conceptual-rational system and a linguistic-argumentative one, thereby endowing
his poetry with significant epistemic value through its logical, philosophical, and
contemplative dimensions.

Keywords: Rational tendency; Philosophical tendency; Contemplative tendency;
Cognitive criticism; Logical formations; Argumentative formations; Abi al-Tayyib
al-Mutanabbi
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