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Summary:

Al-Jahiz employed various linguistic strategies to persuade his addressees
of the strength of his arguments and the validity of their conclusions. His
argumentative discourse was grounded in his Mu‘tazilite intellectual
background and his encyclopedic knowledge of theology. This article
examines the processes of linguistic entrapment and inducement through
which al-Jahiz drew his opponents and interlocutors into the sphere of his
own convictions. These processes operated through several mechanisms,
including questioning, blame expressed in the guise of praise, logical
reasoning, and exemplification, all of which characterize a substantial part
of al-Jahiz’s epistolary writings.
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