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The Persuasion Manifestations in Fraternal Letters: Umm

Khalid ibn Yahya al-Barmaki’s Letter to Harun al-Rashid as
a Case Study
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Summary:

The significance of this study lies in the importance of the topic it seeks to
investigate, namely persuasion in epistolary writings between friends and
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acquaintances (al-rasa’il al-ikhwaniyya). These writings came to occupy a place
formerly held by oratory during the Abbasid period, as they became widely
circulated among writers and even governors, serving to facilitate people’s affairs
in both the political and administrative spheres, particularly through official
administrative correspondence (al-rasd’il al-diwaniyya), and in the social and
artistic sphere through personal and fraternal epistle (al-rasa’il al-ikhwaniyya). The
study raises the following question: Did fraternal correspondence contribute to
changing political decisions during the Abbasid period? Through this question, we
seek to examine the extent to which the evocation of emotions contributed to
influencing political decisions during the Abbasid period through one of the most
prominent literary genres of the time. The study concludes that fraterna
correspondence contributed to influencing and changing numerous political
decisions, owing to the persuasive and argumentative techniques it employed,
including the strategy of emotional appeal, which became widespread during this
period as a means of mitigating the severity of political judgments.
Keywords:Persuasion; Aesthetic enjoyment; Imagination; Epistle; Argumentation;
Emotional appeal
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